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Powerful Verbs for Course Descriptions
Maximize the effectiveness of your course descriptions, in your brochures, promotions, newsletters, and on your web site.  The first five words of the course description will often determine if the reader will go on or pass to another course description (or be bored by it). The opening sentence should focus on either the content or the learner. It should NOT start with either the course or the teacher (“This course will…” or “Joe Smith will show you…”.
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Mary Oliver said: "Every adjective and adverb is worth five cents. Every verb is worth 50 cents." In other words, one verb can do the work of 10 modifiers, transforming a so-so sentence into a powerful one. 

Strategy: Read through something you have written, cross out all the adjectives and adverbs and then underline all the verbs. Replace any mediocre verbs with more active, exciting ones to improve your first draft.  Keep this list as a reference.
Explore

Enrich

Discover

Accomplish
Change

Create

Succeed

Master
Lead

Achieve
Conquer

Become

Exceed 

Enhance

Develop

Solve

Energize

Ignite

Act

Improve

Inspire

Stimulate

Increase

Gain

Raise

Supplement

Enjoy

Dream

Transform

Resist

Accelerate

Maximize

Unleash

Reduce

Save

Start

Stop

Simplify

Experiment

Understand

Engage

Find

Transform

Define

Target

Excite

Reinforce

Solidify

Identify

Anticipate

Boost 

Build

Choose

Connect

Decide

Ensure

Intensify

Plan

Prepare

Retain
Win

Maximize
Mobilize
Execute

Motivate
Anticipate
Capture
Conquer
Grasp
Aspire

Assess

Convert

Survive
Refresh

Deliver

Design

Establish

Focus

Gather

Generate

Innovate

Manage

Measure

Persuade

Overcome

Mobilize

Position

Replace

Shatter
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